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Suggested  Textbooks for class:  

 Early Education Curriculum: A Child’s Connection to the World. Hilda L. Jackman, 2009.  Thomson Delmar Learning,  

  ISBN 978-1-4283-2246-2 

 Early Childhood Curriculum:  A Creative Play Model.  4
th

 Edition. Catron/Allen.  Merrill/Prentice Hall 

As a courtesy, please turn off all cell phones, pagers and other electronic equipment during class time 
Course Description: 

 The Practicum course provides an opportunity for the student(s) to apply knowledge, skills, and understanding about early 

childhood education required in prior courses.  The practicum course is the final course in the Early Childhood Education Associate’s 

Degree.  As such, it is a ‘watershed’ course.  Upon completion of the course, the supervising faculty will assess the student’s 

performance as a preschool teacher or child care provider and make recommendations for future practice in ECE. 

 

Course Objectives 
 

Objective Instructional Method Assessment 
Use  Uses developmental theories to 

guide  interaction and relationships 

within the preschool. 

  

  • Uses guidance strategies that 
are  
    developmentally appropriate 
in    
    practice for ECE and explain   
    why these strategies are    
    important for young children. 

Demonstration 
Class lecture 

Develop 2 Guidance lesson plans 
that will be taught in the 
preschool. 
Reflection Journal 

  • Identify individual children 
who 
    would benefit from extra 
support 
    in the classroom.  Develop    
    intervention plans for those  
    children with specific activities  
    in mind  and an assessment of     
    progress.  Recognize patterns 
of  
    childhood stress and reflect  on  
    appropriate strategies. 

Demonstration 
One-on-one assistance 
Class discussion 

Teacher Notebook 
Reflection Journal 

  • Build positive relationships 
with 
    with children through the use 
of  
    guidance techniques based on   

Demonstration 
One-on-one assistance 
Class discussion 

Develop 2 Guidance lesson plans 
that will be taught in the 
preschool. 
Reflection Journal 

Instructor:  Dr. Buckner    

Email: buckner@dixie.edu  

Phone: 879-4252 

Office: 127 EFS    

Office hours:  

     M: 12:00 – 2:00  

     W: 12:00 – 2:00 

      F:   1:00 – 2:00 

     Or by appointmet 

Instructor:  Professor Wright 

Email:  lwright@dixie.edu 

Phone: 657-7866 

Office: 131 EdFam 

Office Hours: MTWR  11:00 - 12:00 

        or by appointment 

mailto:buckner@dixie.edu
mailto:lwright@dixie.edu


    theories that work with 
children. 
Using developmentally appropriate 

practices and developmental 

theories, the student will develop 

curriculum (Unit and lesson plans) 

that will be taught in a practicum 

setting. 

Modeling 
Hands-on 
One-on-one assistance 

 

 • Plan an Integrated Unit that   
   includes a lesson for each of the  
   following strands of preschool  
   curriculum: oral language, 
math, 
   literacy and literature, science, 
   cooking, music, movement,  
   sensory play, and social studies. 

Modeling 
Hands-on 
One-on-one assistance 

Integrated Unit 

Formal Evaluation 

Mentor Teacher Evaluation 

Peer Evaluation 

Reflection Journal 

 

 

• Design and implement a  
  dramatic play propbox.  Identify  
  the development domains    
  (physical, social, language, and 
  cognitive) that are being 
developed 
  while playing the the dramatic  
  play center. 

Modeling 
Hands-on 
One-on-one assistance 
 

 

 

Dramatic Play Box 

Students will administer a variety 
of developmental, behavioral, 
and readiness assessments to 
develop a plan that will help 
preschool children to progress in 
their development and behavior. 

Class discussion 
Demonstration 
One-on-one assistance 

Teacher Notebook 

Reflection Journal 

 

 

 

Students will reflect on curriculum 

development, assessment practices, 

ability to work and plan with others 

and the development of preschool 

children during the semester. 

Class discussion 
Demonstration 
One-on-one assistance 

Self-evaluation 
Formal Evaluation 
Unit/Lesson Plans 
Peer Evaluation 

Student will demonstrate how 
they will work with parents of 
preschool children. 

Class discussion 

 

 

 

Parent newsletter  

Professionalism Class discussion 
Demonstration 
One-on-one assistance 

 

 • Student attends planning 
sessions on, is on time for 
practicum, is well prepared for 
teaching assignments, 
treats mentor teacher and 
students with respect. 

Class discussion 
One-on-one assistance 

Formal Evaluation 
Mentor Teacher Evaluation 
Self-evaluation 

 • Student will prepare a 
professional portfolio that 
demonstrates his/her ability to 

Class discussion 
Demonstration 
One-on-one assistance 

Portfolio 



plan and teach effective 
curriculum, understands how to 
give assessments to help children 
in their development, 
communicate with parents, and 
work well with others. 
 

I.  Assignments:  
 

 To complete this course, you will need to: 

  

 * Spend ½ credit (17 hours)  meeting with professor, assignment preparation, class time. 

 * Spend 1½ credits (53 hours in the preschool) teaching, interacting with children, preparation, 

  clean-up 

 * Create one lesson plan using guidance strategies. 

 * Complete a Teacher Notebook on two preschool child during the semester.  You will turn this 

  in once during the semester. 

 * Reflection Journal:  For your guidance journal entries, curriculum entries, and assessment entries,  

  you need to include at least 7 - 10 entries.  In your journal entries you might include some of the 

  following topics: 

 

         Guidance journal entries: 

            • Social behaviors of the children 

        •  Children's abilities or inability to regulate their behavior 

       •  Interventions you have tried to teach children social skills or help children regulate their  

   behavior 
 

      Assessment Journal entries: 

       •  What different types of assessments do you use in your preschool class? 

       •  Give examples of formative assessments you use in your class?  How do you record the  

   information? 

       •  How do you use the assessments to plan instruction for your students? 
 

        Curriculum Journal entries: 

       • How do you determine what curriculum you should teach your preschoolers? 

       • How do you determine that your curriculum is developmentally appropriate for preschoolers? 

       • What type of learning experiences do your preschoolers enjoy the most?  Why do you think  

   they enjoy these experiences. 

       • What challenges do you face when planning curriculum for your preschoolers?  How do you  

   work through those challenges? 

 

      • Create 3 integrated lesson plans that you will teach in the preschool during this semester. 

  Your lesson plans must be turned into Dr. Buckner or Professor Wright before you teach them in  

  the preschool. 

 

      • Write a parent newsletter that tells parents about the lessons you will be teaching in the 

  preschool.  Your newsletter should be turned into Dr. Buckner/Professor Wright with your 3  

  lesson plans.   

 

 • During one week of  preschool, you will introduce the preschool children to a dramatic play prop box.   

  Place the prop box in a place where the students can play with it during the week. We have  

  some dramatic play prop boxes in the pre-school that you can use or you can create your own.   



  Some of the prop boxes we have are:   

   * Baking     * Explorer 

   * Construction     * Birthday Party 

   * Medical     * At the Office 

   * Musical Instruments    * Sandwich Shoppe 

   * Pizza Restaurant    * Dinosaur Dig 

 

 

 • During this semester, you will create a bulletin board in the preschool.  This bulletin board will be up 

  for about one month.  Try to display student work on the bulletin board.  You can determine the 

  topic for your bulletin board.  Some suggestions: 

   

   

September October November 
Apples Pumpkins Turkeys 
Harvest Scarecrows Weather 
Colored Leaves Bats I’m Thankful . . .  
Smokey the Bear There’s a monster under my bed Pilgrims 
School Boats -- Columbus/Pirates Native Americans 
A ______ says __________ Fall Nutrition 
Helping Hands Halloween/Jack-o-lanterns Traditions 
 

February March April 
Pengiuns Leprechauns April Showers 
Friendship Easter Spring 
Groundhogs Weather Baby animals 
Chinese New Year Plants Rainbows 
Patriotic I Like . . . . .  Insects 
Winter What is Green? Going to the Zoo 
Ocean Animals Dr. Seuss Life Cycles 
 

 • Prepare a portfolio that shows the work you have done in this class.  You might include: 

  √ Your 3 lesson plans 

  √ Reflection Log 

  √ Guidance lesson 

  √ Parent Newsletter 

  √ Supervisor, mentor, and peer evaluations 

  √ A record of the hours you have spent working in the preschool during the semester 

 

 •  Supervisor’s evaluation of a lesson you teach in the preschool. 

 

 • Mentor’s evaluation of a lesson you teach in the preschool. 

  

 • Peer evaluation of a lesson you teach in the preschool. 

  

   * A web for your Integrated Unit and three completed lesson plans 

 

 * Teach three days in the preschool. 

   

Expectations for Assignments: 



 

1.  All formal papers are to be typewritten in manuscript format (double spaced) in Microsoft Word.  Use size 12 pt font.  Preschool 

 lab observations can be handwritten.  

 

2.  Writing in this class will be graded for content, punctuation, grammar, spelling, and word usage unless stated otherwise.    

 If there are any parts of this course you need help with, please let the instructor know.   

 

3.  Keep a copy of all assignments and tests!  This is easy to do with a word processing program, so do it.  Also keep all graded 

 work returned until you have seen your final semester grade.     

 

5.  Be prepared daily; read your outline and see what we plan to do each day.  

6.  Assignments will not be accepted after 7 calendar days.   

 

II.  Attendance 
Attendance is not graded, but daily activities such as observations and other class activities are. Be in class!  In-class activities cannot 

 be made up. 

 

 

III.  GRADING:  NO EXTRA CREDIT GIVEN! 
 

A  =  95%-100%     B+ = 88-90%     C+ = 78-80%     D+ = 68-70% F= Below 60% 

 

A-= 91%-94 %        B  =  84-87%     C =    74-77%     D  =  64-67% 

 

                                B- = 81-83%      C-=  71-73%      D- = 60-63%) 

 
Final Exam Schedule 

 
Mon-Dec. 10 Tues. Dec. 11 Wed. Dec. 12 Thurs. Dec. 13 Fri- Dec. 14 

Daily, MTWR, MWF, 

MW, M Only 

Class Time Exam Time 

TR, Tue Only 

 

Class Time Exam Time 

Daily, MTWR, MWF, 

MW, M Only 

Class Time Exam Time 

TR, Thur Only 

 

Class Time Exam Time 

Daily, MTWR, MWF, 

MW, M Only 

Class Time Exam Time 

7:00am    7:00‑ 9:00am 

10:00am   9:30‑ 11:30am 

1:00pm   12:00‑ 2:00pm 

4:00pm     2:30‑ 4:30pm 

MW, M Only Classes 

7:30/8:00am 7:00‑ 9:00am 

10:30am        9:30‑ 11:30am 

1:00pm       12:30‑ 2:30pm 

4:00pm         3:00‑ 5:00pm 

TR, Tue Only Classes 

8:00am    7:30‑ 9:30am 

11:00am 10:00‑ 12:00pm 

2:00pm 12:30‑ 2:30pm 

 

Wed Only Classes 

9:00am 8:00‑ 10:00am 

12:00pm 11:00‑ 1:00pm 

2:30pm 2:00‑ 4:00pm 

 

TR, Thur Only Classes 

9:00am  10:00‑ 12:00pm 

12:00pm  12:30‑ 2:30pm 

3:00pm  3:00‑ 5:00pm 

 

Fri Only Classes 

5:00            5:00pm 

7:30            7:30pm 

5:00pm              5:00pm 

7:30pm              7:30pm 

5:00pm          5:00pm 

7:30pm          7:30pm 

5:00pm       5:00pm 

7:30pm       7:30pm 

5:00pm          5:00pm 

7:30pm          7:30pm 

 

College approved absences: Dixie College Policy explains in detail what needs to happen if you anticipate being absent from class 

because of a college-sponsored activity (athletic events, club activities, field trips for other classes, etc).  Please read this information 

and follow the instructions carefully!  The policy can be found at: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html 

 

Dmail:  Important class and college information will be sent to your Dmail account. This information includes your DSC bill, financial 

aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical to your 

success in this class and at DSC. All DSC students are automatically assigned a Dmail account. If you don't know your user name and 

password, go to www.dixie.edu and select “Dmail,” for complete instructions. You will be held responsible for information sent to 

your Dmail email, so please check it often. 

 
College resources:  Several college resources are available to help you succeed.  Check out the links for each one to get more 

 information. 

 

If you need help understanding the content of your courses, go to the Tutoring Center located in the Browning Learning 

Center, Room 105.  There is a schedule of what courses have tutors at what times outside the door.  You can also visit them 

online at http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 

 

If you need help writing papers, go to the Writing Center in the Browning Learning Center, Room 105.  You can also visit 

them online at http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 

 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html
../Dropbox/FYE%20Curriculum/Dropbox/www.dixie.edu
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/index.htm
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/


If you need to use a computer to do schoolwork on campus, go to the Computer Center in the Smith Computer Center or the 

Library basement. 

 

If you are assigned to take a test in the Testing Center, go to the North Plaza.  You can get information on their website at 

http://new.dixie.edu/testing/ 

 

The Library has all kinds of information and resources.  Visit the Val Browning Library or go to the library website at 

http://library.dixie.edu/ 

 
Classroom expectations: It is the responsibility of an instructor to manage the classroom environment to ensure a good learning 

climate for all students.  This means not talking when the teacher is talking, following instructions, and speaking and acting 

respectfully to the professor and fellow students.  If your behavior is disruptive, I will first let you know verbally that you are 

behaving inappropriately.  If it continues, I will send you written notice that your behavior must change.  As a last resort, I will drop 

you from the class.  For more details, please see the disruptive behavior policy at: 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html 

 

Academic integrity: I believe that most students are honest, and I don't want to punish everyone for the few that aren't.  However, I 

will not tolerate cheating, and if I discover that it has occurred, a zero  

grade will be given for that assignment or exam, and you will not be allowed to make it up.   Repeated or aggravated offenses will 

result in failing the course.  Any time you take credit for work you did not do, you are cheating.  This includes getting the answers to 

homework problems from someone else, copying information from a library or internet source and presenting it as if it were your own 

words (plagiarism), looking at someone else's answers on an exam, and asking someone who has already taken a test about what 

questions it contains.  I have tried to design assignments and exams to minimize the temptation to cheat, but it is not my job to prevent 

you from cheating.  If you cheat and are not caught, it doesn't mean that you "beat the system."  It means you violated the Student 

Code and forfeited your integrity, whether or not you are caught.  You will pay the price, sooner or later.   (See “Student Code” 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/533.html#appeals).  

 

Disability Accommodations: Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring reasonable academic 

adjustment, accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be successful in this class will need to contact the DISABILITY RESOURCE 

CENTER Coordinator (Baako Wahabu) for eligibility determination. Proper documentation of impairment is required in order to 

receive services or accommodations. DRC is located in the North Plaza Building. Visit or call 652-7516 to schedule appointment to 

discuss the process. DRC Coordinator determines eligibility for and authorizes the provision of services.  

 

Important DSC dates to remember (for course dates, see schedule on the course website): 

 

Mon, Aug 20 Classwork starts 

Thurs, Aug 23 Last day to wait list 

Fri, Aug 24 Last day to add without a signature 

Mon, Aug 27 Drop/Audit fee begins ($10 per class) 

Mon, Sep 3 Labor Day (no classes) 

Tue, Sep 4 $50 Late registration/payment fee 

Mon, Sep 10 Last day for refund 

Mon, Sep 10 Pell Grant Census 

Mon, Sep 10 Last day to drop without a “W” grade 

Tues, Sep 11 Classes dropped for nonpayment 

Fri, Sep 14 Last day to add/audit classes 

Fri, Sep 28 Last day to apply for graduation 

Wed, Oct 10 Midterm grades due 

Thurs & Fri, Oct 11-12 Semester break 

Mon, Oct 15 Last day to drop individual classes 

Fri, Nov 9 Last day for complete withdrawal 

Tue, Nov 13 Career Day (no classes before 4 pm) 

Wed-Fri, Nov 21-23 Thanksgiving break (no classes) 

http://new.dixie.edu/testing/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/library/index.php
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/533.html#appeals


Fri, Dec 7 Last day of classes 

Mon-Fri, Dec 10-14 Final exams 

                                                                           

                                                                            

 

 

 

                                                                           Class Outline 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Aug. 20 Aug. 21 Aug. 22 Aug. 23 Aug. 24 

Class Orientation 

12:00 -1:00, Rm 111 

Review Syllabus 

Arrange Schedules 

 

Aug. 27 Aug. 28 Aug. 29 Aug. 30 Aug. 31 

Class 12:00 – 1:00 

Guidance 

 

 

 

3 Sept.  

 

Labor Day 
 

 

4 Sept. 5 Sept. 

Large Classroom BB 

 

________________ 

 

 

6 Sept. 7 Sept. 

Assessment 

Teacher Notebook 

10 Sept. 11 Sept. 12 Sept. 13 Sept.  14 Sept. 

Curriculum 

 

 

 

 

 

17 Sept. 

College Friend Day 

10:00/1:00 

18 Sept. 19 Sept. 

College Friend Day 

9:00/ 2:00 

20 Sept. 

College Friend Day 

21 Sept. 

 

 

 

 

 

24 Sept.  25 Sept. 26 Sept. 27 Sept. 28 Sept. 

Reflection Journal 

Guidance Due 

 

 

 

1 Oct. 

College Friend Day 

10:00 

2 Oct. 3 Oct. 

College Friend Day 

9:00/2:00 

4 Oct. 

College Friend Day 

5 Oct. 

Mini-unit Plan Due 

 

 

 

 

 

8 Oct. 

Large Classroom BB 

 

__________________ 

9 Oct. 10 Oct. 11 Oct. 

Fall Break 

12 Oct. 

Fall Break 

 

 

 



 

 

15 Oct. 16 Oct. 17 Oct. 18 Oct. 19 Oct. 

 

 

 

 

 

22 Oct. 23 Oct. 24 Oct. 

College Friend Day 

9:00/2:00 

25 Oct. 26 Oct. 

Reflection Journal 

Assessment Due 

 

 

 

29 Oct. 

College Friend Day 

30 Oct. 31 Oct. 1 Nov. 2 Nov. 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Nov. 

Large Classroom BB 

 

__________________ 

6 Nov. 7 Nov. 8 Nov. 9 Nov. 

 

 

 

 

 

12 Nov. 13 Nov. 14 Nov. 15 Nov. 16 Nov. 

Teacher Notebook 

 

 

 

 

19 Nov. 20 Nov. 21 Nov. 

Thanksgiving Break 

 

 

 

 

22 Nov. 

Thanksgiving Break 

23 Nov. 

Thanksgiving Break 

 

 

 

26 Nov. 27 Nov. 28 Nov. 

 

 

 

 

 

29 Nov. 30 Nov. 

Reflection Journal 

Curriculum Due 

 

 

3 Dec. 4 Dec. 5 Dec. 6 Dec. 7 Dec. 

Final Exam 

Present your portfolio 
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Play is an important part of 
healthy emotional development. 
Children use play to release 
emotions, work through 
feelings, and understand their 
world better by play-acting in 
situations they can control.  
 
We can support young 
children’s play by: 
--Providing a large block of 
time for play 
 
--Setting up areas that invite 
play 

          Spotlight: Activities to promote emotional 

                                            development 
 

What your child is learning in school… 

 
We will focus on the letter “K” 
in the upcoming week. 
 
On Wednesday, we will read “K 
is for Kiss Good Night” by Jill 
Sardegna.  
 
On Friday (Make-up day), we 
will read “Does a Kangaroo 
Have a Mother Too!” by Eric 
Carle.  

Preschool Press 

  

--Providing props for play 
--Providing adult support to 
 play 
 
     Source: Texas Child Care 
 

  

 
The preschoolers will also do 
kite activities this week for the 
letter “K.” 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At-home activity about experiences with sinking 

and floating 

                                                      floating 
 

 

Preschoolers—What Makes 

Me Sink? 

“Gather items that will float at 

first but then absorb water and 

sink different pieces of cloth, 

different kinds of containers 

with holes punched in the 

bottom, or plasticine clay that 

can be  

Helpful information for parents and families 

Here are suggestions to support 

children’s emotional 

development through play: 

--Look for ways to get children 

to interact and play together. If 

one child is driving his car 

around, suggest your other child 

or the child’s friend to pump 

some gas in it. 

--Build the child’s vocabulary 

about feelings. Include words 

that show how we feel when our 

Preschool announcements 

“Captain of the day” 

 

Wednesday, Feb. 17 

Paige (AM) 

Addi (PM) 

Friday, Feb. 19 (Make-up day) 

Ryan* (AM) 

Hanna S. (PM) 

                           *denotes 

                         Birthday captain 
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We worry about 
what a child will 
become 
tomorrow, yet 
we forget that 
he is someone 
today ~Stacia 
Tauscher 
 

  

 

 

flattened out to float or rolled 

into a ball to sink. Let them try 

and make the items sink.” 

 

     Source: Texas Child Care 

 

**************************

**************************

**************   

  needs are satisfied like happy, 

pleased, excited, and content. 

Also, use words that express 

how we feel when our needs are 

not satisfied like angry, 

frustrated, upset and mad. 

--Build empathy and sympathy 

for other children. Encourage 

children to ask for help.     –

Texas Child Care 

  
College Friend Day: 

Monday, Feb. 22 (PM only) 

Wednesday, Feb. 24 (AM&PM) 

 

Reminder: No School on Monday, 

Feb. 15
th

 (President’s Day holiday). 

Make-up day will take place on 

Friday, Feb. 19
th

.  

--Miss Provost says thanks for 

bringing in the milk jugs. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Templates for newsletters are available at the following website.  

This template can 

be filled out on your computer and then printed off. 

http://www.2care2teach4kids.com/preschool/classroommanagement/teachersdesk

/page6.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phone: 

 

 DSC Preschool  
 

Fax: 

 

 

E-Mail: 

 

We’re on the web! 

See us at: 

http://new.dixie.edu

/preschool/ 

 

If you have 
questions or 
concerns about 
your child’s 
progress, please 
don’t hesitate to 
contact Teresa 
Provost, director, 
at 435-619-3603 
or 435-652-7848, 
or e-mail 
tprovost@dixie.ed
u. 

 

For questions on this 

newsletter, contact 

Katie Oliveri  @ 

katie.oliveri@gmail.c

om. 

 
            “Chanting” theme: Suggested book list 

Chanting is “any group of 

words that is recited together 

with a lively beat” (Buchoff, 

1994). 

--Read The Lady with the 

Alligator Purse. Here is a 

traditional jump-rope rhyme 

with each verse ending with the 

catchy phrase: “Call for the 

doctor, call for the nurse, call 

for the lady with the alligator 

purse.” 

Classroom chatter 

Cute quotes from the preschool 

classroom… 
 

“She has cute eyes”—Tasia said 

of Mersadies’ baby doll during 

Show & Tell. 

  

--Read Dinosaurumpus (Mitton, 

2002). Children can join in the 

chant at the end of each page. 

“Shake, shake, shudder, near 

the sludgy old swamp, 

everybody’s doing the dinosaur 

romp. 

              Source: Beaty, 2009  

*Most of the books should be 

available on Amazon.com or at 

your county library branch.   

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Outline 
2 Credit Hours 

 

Date Class Activity Assignment Due 
13 January Class Orientation & Scheduling 

 

 

20 January Semester Schedule 

Assessment 

 

27 January Curriculum Planning  

3 February Guidance Journal Reflection 

10 February Teacher Notebook Outline Lesson Plan & Overall Unit  Plan 

17 February  Teacher Notebook (1 student) 

24 February Teaching  

2 March And Mini-unit Plan 

Journal Reflection 

9 March Evaluations  

16 March Spring Break  

23 March   

30 March Teaching  

6 April And  Teacher Notebook (1 student) 

13 April Evaluations Journal Reflection 

20 April   

   

 

Practicum for Early Childhood Education 

FCS 2880 

 

 



 

Course Outline 
         4 Credit Hours 

 

Date Class Activity Assignment Due 
13 January Class Orientation & Scheduling 

 

 

20 January Semester Schedule 

Assessment 

 

27 January Curriculum Planning  

3 February Guidance Guidance Lesson Plan #1 

Journal Reflection 

10 February Teacher Notebook Outline Lesson Plan & Overall Unit  Plan 

17 February  Unit Plan Web Outline 

24 February Teaching Teacher Notebook (2 students) 

2 March And Unit Plan 

Journal Reflection 

9 March Evaluations Parent Newsletter 

16 March Spring Break  

23 March   

30 March Teaching  

6 April And  Teacher Notebook (2 students) 

13 April Evaluations  

20 April   

   

 

Practicum for Early Childhood Education 

FCS 2880 
Two Credit Hours 

 To complete this course, you will need to: 

  

 * Spend one credit hour (45 hours)  preparing and planning outside of the Preschool. 

 

 * Spend three credit hours (135 hours) working in the Preschool. 

 
  * Create two lesson plan using guidance strategies. 

 

 * Complete a Teacher Notebook on two preschool child during the semester.  You will turn this 

  in twice during the semester. 

 

 * Turn in your Reflection Journal three times -- once a month 

 

 * Turn in an Integrated Unit which includes six lesson plans and a Dramatic Play Box that is related 

  to your unit topic. 

 

 * Teach six days in the preschool. 

  2 Informal Evaluations 

  2 Formal Evaluation 

  1 Mentor Evaluation 



  1 Peer Evaluation 

 

 Parent Newsletter informing parents about your upcoming unit. 

 

 

 

 
For your guidance journal entries, curriculum entries, and assessment 

entries, I would like you to include at least 7 - 10 entries. 

 

   Guidance journal entries: 

      You might want to describe situations such as: 

      Social behaviors of the children 

      Children's abilities or inability to regulate their behavior 

      Interventions you have tried to teach children social skills or help 

children regulate their behavior 

 

  Curriculum journal entries: 

     How do you determine what curriculum you should teach your 

preschoolers? 

     How do you determine that your curriculum is developmentally 

appropriate for preschoolers? 

     What type of learning experiences do your preschoolers enjoy the most? 

 Why do you think they enjoy these experiences. 

     What challenges do you face when planning curriculum for your 

preschoolers?  How do you work through those challenges? 

 

  Assessment Journal entries: 

     What different types of assessments do you use in your preschool class? 

     Give examples of formative assessments you use in your class?  How do 

you record the information? 

     How do you use the assessments to plan instruction for your students? 

 

   Also, I made a mistake in telling you how many hours you need for your 

total practicum experience.  This was changed in the 

middle of this semester.  Originally, students taking the practicum were 

required to spend 135 hours in the preschool.  For those 

students who were spitting their practicum over two semesters, they were 

required to spend 45 hours one semester and 90 hours 

the second semester.  We found this was a little bit unrealistic.  It was 

changed so that students would spend 53 hours during 

each semester or a total of 106 hours for the entire practicum class.  You 

said that you had worked out to spend 90 hours.  Do you 

think you can add sixteen more hours between now and the end of your school 

year?  Sorry for the inconvenience.  Also, it would 

help if you could keep a log of your hours that your principal could sign 

for documentation of your hours.  We require the students 

at our preschool here to do the same thing. 

 

    We need to talk about your Teacher Notebook assignment this week or next 

week.  I hope this information is helpful for you. 

 

Dr. B  

 

 

 



 

 

 


