
 
Dixie State University 

Department of Family Studies and Human Development 
Syllabus 

 
Course Title: Child Guidance Based on 
Developmental Theory 

Course Number: FSHD 2610 

Meeting Days/Time: Online Credit Hours: 3 

CRN: 22349 Instructor: Teresa Snow 

Semester/Year: Spring 2018 Instructor’s Phone Number: 435-652-7848 

Instructor’s Email: teresa.snow@dixie.edu Instructor’s Office Location and Office Hours: 
PAB Room 118 by appointment only 

 
Course Description: Required of students pursuing the associate degree in Early Childhood Education, 
but valuable to parents, prospective parents, and educators.  Applies the principles of child guidance and 
discipline from currently accepted theories through laboratory experiences. Prerequisite:  FCS 1500 (can 
be concurrently enrolled); or FCS 2500 (can be concurrently enrolled); or PSY 1100 (can be concurrently 
enrolled). Sp 
Course pre-requisites and/or co-requisites: FSHD 1500, FSHD 2500 OR PSY 1100. (Can be concurrently 
enrolled.) 
 
Lab or course fees: None 
 
Required Textbook(s) and Materials:   Guidance of Young Children, 9th Edition, 2015. Marion, Marian 
Pearson Publishers.  Supplemental reading materials for the course will be posted on CANVAS.   
 
Family and Consumer Sciences Department Learning Outcomes: 

1. Define currently accepted theory within the discipline. 
2. Evaluate theory using applications and exercises to personalize the depth of knowledge and 

understanding. 
3. Demonstrate professional practices specific to the discipline by completing assignments.  
4. Show, in writing, the ability to think critically by: 

a. Gathering information 
b. Comparing and contrasting sources and quality of information 
c. Evaluating information for reliability and validity 
d. Creating resolutions/proposals to solve questions or problems within the discipline 

 
 

Learning Outcomes NAEYC Standards (2009) Corresponding Course Assessment 
Student will be actively 
involved in forming their own 
philosophy of guiding, 
managing, directing and 
influencing children’s behavior 
in accordance with NAEYC 
guidelines; emphasizing self-
esteem, self-control and 
concern for others in a young 
child’s development. 

6b Knowing about and 
upholding ethical standards and 
other professional guidelines 

Quizzes  
Reflective log 
Lab Evaluation 



Student will know and use 
developmentally appropriate 
guidance strategies in groups 
and with individual students 

2b. Teachers continually gather 
information about children in a 
variety of ways and monitor 
each child’s learning and  
development to make plans to 
help children progress. 
 

Classroom Management Plan 
Child Guidance Lesson Plan 
Chapter Reading 
Discussion Questions 
Alternate Preschool Visits 

Student will use knowledge of 
child development 
theories/research and positive 
child guidance to create a 
healthy, respectful, supportive, 
and challenging learning 
environment for young 
children. 

4a. Understanding positive 
relationships and supportive 
interactions as the foundation of 
their work with children 

Quizzes 
Reflective log 
Lab evaluation 
Research 
Article Summaries 

Student will be acquainted with 
techniques of observing and 
recording children’s behaviors 
for the purpose of creating 
learning environments, 
assessing development and 
guiding behavior. 

3a. Understanding the goals, 
benefits, and uses of assessment 

Quizzes 
Reflective log 
Lab Evaluation 
Chapter Reading 
Discussion Questions 

Student will understand that 
guiding children’s learning is 
largely based upon knowledge 
of child development principles 
(cognitive, social, emotional 
and language). 

1a. Knowing and understanding 
young children’s characteristics 
and needs 
1b. Knowing and understanding 
the 
multiple influences on 
development 
and learning 

Quizzes 
Reflective log 
Lab evaluation 
Supplemental Reading 
Chapter Readings 
Discussion Questions 

Student will understand 
developmental principles and 
techniques that assure inquiry, 
independence promoted 
situations, divergent thinking, 
and choice making skills on 
young children. 

2,E,4:  . 
Teachers provide experiences, 
materials, and interactions to enable 
children to engage in play that allows 
them to stretch their boundaries to the 
fullest in their imagination, language, 
interaction, and self-regulation as well 
as to practice their newly acquired 
skills. 

Child Guidance Lesson Plan 
Classroom Management Plan 
Chapter Reading 
Discussion Questions 

 
Course Assignments: 
Course Assignments and Assessments:  

A.  Lab Attendance:  Regular lab attendance is essential to your success in this class. Adhering to your lab 
schedule is absolutely required.  If you are unable to make your scheduled time, you are required to let 
your supervising teacher know as soon as possible.  You are required to spend a minimum of 30 hours 
in a preschool. This equates to approximately two hours per week. The available lab times at the DSU 
Preschool are M-F, 9:00 to 11:30, and M-Th 1:00 to 3:30.  How you arrange your lab is up to you and 
your schedule. If you do not use the DSU Preschool, you will be required to find a preschool that will 
allow you to volunteer and a supervising teacher willing to grade your performance. Professor Snow 
will need contact information for the preschool you choose that includes phone and email of 
supervising teacher.  150 points 
 



 
B. Exams:  There will be a theories exam, a mid-term examination and a comprehensive final 

examination.  These will cover material from the lectures, the textbook, and the supplemental 
readings. 200 pts.  
 

C. Quizzes:  There will be quizzes given  each week reviewing the chapter reading and the content of 
lectures.  You will not be able to make up quizzes after the weekly module due date.  Varied; probably 
between 100 and 150 points. 
 

D. Assignments:  The assignments will be found on CANVAS.  The following assignments are required for 
completion of the Child Guidance Class: 
1.  Opportunities at rug time:  Supervising larger groups of children are often the more difficult of 

guidance tasks in a classroom.  For this reason, you will be required to do a minimum of 3 
supervised rug time sessions.  These will include reading stories, teaching a song, a lesson, or other 
activities.  Normally these activities will be prepared by the preschool teacher and you take the 
‘teacher’ role.  It is during these opportunities that you get practice working with groups of 
children.  These opportunities give you an informal learning session as a teacher.  You will receive 
specific feedback and ideas from the preschool teacher on running group sessions.  These are 
formative sessions, meaning that you will begin to develop a personal style in working with children 
in groups.  Your grade is not dependent on specific success; rather, you earn part of your grade in 
the preschool for taking the teacher role in these sessions.  10 points each. 
 

2. Propose classroom management techniques you would use in working with children. These 
techniques will include transitions, physical space, and guiding children’s behavior. You will use 
your knowledge of guidance techniques as offered by Carl Rogers, Adler/Dreikurs, Erik Erickson, 
etc. as evidence of your knowledge of early childhood development. 30 points. 
 

3. Chapter questions for each chapter will be submitted and graded.  While these help you focus on 
some important parts of the chapters try not to overlook other parts of the chapters.  This book is 
loaded with good information.  The questions are posted in assignments and in weekly modules on 
CANVAS. Varied 10-20 points. 

 
 

4. A journal (or log) of your lab experience is required.  Guidelines for this is found on CANVAS.  
Follow the instructions provided for each entry.  Recording your observations and experiences will 
demonstrate how much you are learning. A main focus in this class is your lab experience. Each 
week you will focus on a particular aspect, so be sure to follow the CANVAS guidelines for the lab 
journal assignment. You will write about your experience, in depth, using your knowledge of 
information we’ve discussed in our online discussions.  Each entry is worth 20 points and will be 
graded depending on your experiences shared with me. These journals are a big part of your grade 
and I expect your writings to show understanding of concepts discussed.  20 points each. 
 



5. You will be required to visit two alternate early childhood settings.  A short written report will be 
due on each of these.  You will use the GUIDE FOR OBSERVATIONS as a guide for these write-ups.  
Head Start and Montessori are the two possible alternate preschools you will observe.  You must 
call and let them know who you are and when you will be observing.   25 points each. 

 
6. In the assignment section of canvas, there will be articles to guide your exploration of Carl Rogers, 

Adler/Dreikurs, and other early childhood theorists.   Other articles found, as well, on CANVAS 
include:  Praise, How Children Learn, Play is My Job, and Time Out.  Summaries of these articles, 
typed on one or two pages, will be due (check course outline).  After reading the articles, you will 
find two current articles, properly annotated, of the same topic and submit summaries.  15 points 
each. 

 

Lab Grading: 
30 hours 150 pts 
25-29 hrs 125 pts 
20-24 hrs 100 pts 
Under 20  25 pts  
 
Grading 
 

A    =  95-100 B   =  84-86 C   = 74-76 D  = 64-66 

A-  =   90-94 B-  = 80-83 C-  = 70-73 D- = 60-63 

B+  =   87-89 C+ = 77-79 D+ = 65-69 F  = Below 59 

 
It is the responsibility of the student to verify that all grades have been correctly placed into CANVAS by the 
instructor. Monitor CANVAS weekly and notify the instructor immediately, if you are missing a grade or have 
received an incorrect grade. 

 
Save tests, quizzes, and other assignments to verify your claims. Grades will not be changed without proof of 
instructor oversight or error, and no grade can be changed once final grades have been entered. 
 
Important dates to remember for Spring 2018:  
 
Semester calendars available at https://academics.dixie.edu/syllabus/#semester.  
   
Date & Time of Final Exam for this course: April 30 
 
Final Exam Schedule for Spring 2018:  https://academics.dixie.edu/final-exam-schedule-spring-2018/  
   
DSU Student Academic Conduct, Academic Integrity, Other Policies:  
 
Please visit https://academics.dixie.edu/syllabus/#semester (click on Policies and Statements link) for 
information on DSU policies related to Academic Dishonesty/Academic Integrity, Disruptive Behavior, 
Absences related to college functions, Disability/Accessibility Resources, DMail, and Title IX. 
 



Non-student in the classroom and other designated study areas: (Policy 525: 4.4) In support of existing 
policy of the Dixie State University Handbook, it is expected that only bona fide students as defined and 
classified by the Dixie State University catalog, will attend classes, unless specific prior permission for guests 
has been obtained from the instructor.  

Title IX, Harassment and Nondiscrimination: For DSU’s Title IX, Harassment, and Nondiscrimination 
policies, please click here to see Policy 154. 
 
Disability Statement: If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may affect your success in the 
course you are strongly encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located at the North Plaza 
Building. The disability will be evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance in obtaining reasonable 
accommodations. Phone # 435-652-7516. Website: https://dixie.edu/drcenter.   
 
Important links: 

Disability Resource Center – https://dixie.edu/drcenter   
Health and Counseling Center – https://wellness.dixie.edu  
IT Help Desk – https://dixie.edu/helpdesk  
Library – http://library.dixie.edu  
Testing Center – http://dixie.edu/testing  
Tutoring Center – http://dixie.edu/tutoring   
Writing Center – https://writingcenter.dixie.edu  

Instructure Canvas: If anyone has forgotten their login information or your course is not displaying, please 
contact the Helpdesk and/or the help desk website http://www.dixie.edu/helpdesk/.  The Helpdesk is located on 
the second floor of the Holland building, across from the east elevators. Online tutorials for CANVAS can be 
found at http://guides.instructure.com/.  

 
Course Policies:  
Confidentiality – You agree not to divulge to unauthorized persons any confidential information obtained from 
your lab experiences. You will not publish or otherwise make public any information or photos such that the 
person or persons involved will be identifiable or harmed. 
 
Late assignments - Assignments are due each Sunday by 11:59 p.m. No late work submitted after due date will 
be accepted. 
 

Class Schedule:   Assignments posted on CANVAS in weekly modules. 

 

 

 


