
Family and Consumer Science  

Department Syllabus 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Course Name: Introduction to Early Childhood Education                                                                                               

Course Number:  FCS 2600 01     CRN: 43034                                                               

Meeting Days and Time: T/Th: 2:30 – 3:20     Location: 106 NIB 

Semester/Year:  Fall/2014      Office Location:  112 NIB                 

Instructor: Dr. Cari Buckner,       DSU Email Address: buckner@dixie.edu  

Office Hours: T/Thurs: 12:00 – 1:00, Wed: 12:00-4:00   Office Phone:  435•879•4252                                                                                                   

Prerequisites:  None 

Course Description from Catalog: An introduction to early childhood education including historical and social 

foundations trends and the philosophies of various programs, diversity, inclusion, and awareness of value issues. The primary 

purpose of this course is to help students gain an understanding of the profession. Current theories in early childhood 

education will be presented along with historical approaches. 

Family and Consumer Sciences Department Learning Outcomes: 

1. Define currently accepted theory within the discipline. 
2. Evaluate theory using applications and exercises to personalize the depth of knowledge and 

understanding. 
3. Demonstrate professional practices specific to the discipline by completing assignments.  
4. Show, in writing, the ability to think critically by: 

a. Gathering information 
b. Comparing and contrasting sources and quality of information 
c. Evaluating information for reliability and validity 
d. Creating resolutions/proposals to solve questions or problems within the discipline 

 

Course Objectives: 

Objective Instructional Method Assessment 

Identify the historical and             
philosophical origins of early 
childhood education. 

Class Discussions                                                                                    
Reading Textbook 

Chapter Test 

Final Exam 

Demonstrate your knowledge of 
how historical and philosophical 
origins of early childhood 
education impact the teaching of 
young children today. 

Class Discussion/Demonstrations    
Hands-on class activities 

Research Paper 

 

Describe developmental stages and 
characteristics of young children 

Class Discussion                       
Reading Textbook 

Create developmentally 
appropriate learning centers for 
ages 2 - 8. 

Examine the opportunities for a Reading Textbook                       Create an ad advertising an 



 

Required Textbook:  Early Childhood Education:  Becoming a Professional.  (2014) Biddle, Garcia-      

Nevarez, Henderson, Valero-Kerrick.  Sage Publications. 

Course Assignments and Assessments:  

1. Brochure Advertising for an Early Childhood Education Position (25 pts): For this 

assignment, you will design a flyer or tri-fold brochure that advertises the position of an early 

childhood education teacher.  In your brochure you will need to include the following 

information:                                                                                                                                                           

 a) Type of school/position                                                                                                                                                      

 b) Age of children being taught                                                                                                                                    

 c)  List of responsibilities                                                                                                                                                

career in early childhood 
education, child development, or 
related fields 

Class Discussion opening for an early childhood job.  

Identify culturally and 
developmentally appropriate 
instruction and assessment in early 
childhood educational programs. 

Class Discussion                                                    
Picture Books 

Create developmentally 
appropriate learning centers for 
ages 2-3, 4-5, and 6-8. 

Examine current regulations and 
guidelines and how they contribute 
to quality early childhood 
educational programs. 

Class Discussion                                                          
Small Group Work 

 

Newspaper Article 

Develop an awareness and 
appreciation of the individual 
likenesses and differences among 
children, families, and colleagues. 

Class Discussion                                                          
Hands-on Activities                           
Children’s Picture books                                                
Preschool Observations 

Chapter Tests 

Understand and demonstrate the 
value of using play to improve 
cognitive development in young 
children. 

Preschool Observations                                                  
Class Discussions 

Learning Centers 

Identify the domains of child 
development:  physical, cognitive, 
social-emotional and language 

Class discussion                                     
Small Group Work 

Learning Centers 

Teacher Ethics in relationship to 
co-workers 

Class Discussions 

Guest Speaker 

 

Identify effective strategies to 
manage the early childhood 
classroom 

Observations in preschool                           
Class Discussions 

Management Strategies File  



 d)  Education required                                                                                                                                                    

 e)  Early childhood model school is based on                                                                                                           

 f)   List benefits from working at school 

 

2. Research Paper (50 pts):  You will select an early childhood education theorist or model to 

research.  Some suggestions you might want to write about include: Jean Jacques Rousseau, 

Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi, Friedrich Froebel, Froebel’s Kindergarten Gifts, Maria Montessori, 

Jean Piaget, Vygotsky, Maslow’s Theory, Benjamin Bloom, Montessori Programs, Reggio Emilia 

Programs, If there is another topic that interests you, visit with me about it.   Your research 

paper should:                                                                                                                                                              

 a) 4 – 6 typewritten pages, double-spaced                                                                                                           

 b) include three credible sources.  One reference can be your textbook                                                            

 c) Use APA format                                                                                                                                                                         

 d) Include a reference page 

  3. Philosophy of Education (50 pts) (Midterm): Describe your beliefs about education for 

 young  children.  How do you think children should be taught?  How should teachers address the 

 needs of young children?   

 4. Management Strategy File (120 pts):  This assignment will be done in three sections:                                                

 a) Setting up Classroom:  For part (a) you will need to write a 1 – 2 typewritten page,   

  double-spaced paper describing how you would set up your classroom and why.                                     

  Think about how you would set up the classroom that is easy for children to move   

  around in, places for individual student work, small group work and whole group   

  settings.  Also describe how your classroom setting will encourage positive    

  behavior.                                                                                                                                                                      

 b) Transitions: Transitions are activities a teacher uses to move children from one activity to the  

  next.  Write a list of at least 10 transitions you could use in an early childhood class.  Each  

  transition should include a clear description telling how to implement the transition into  

  your classroom.  Your description should be clear enough for another teacher to follow. 

 c) Procedures you would use to guide child behavior:  This part of your Management Strategy File                         

  should include strategies you might use for the following behaviors:                                     

  a) hitting another child                                                                                                                                                                          

  b) taking an object from another child                                                                                                                         

  c)  disruptive behavior during whole group activity                                                                                                     

  d)  does not interact with other children                                                                                                                         

  e)  bosses other children around                                                                                                                                          

  f)  has difficulty taking turns                                                                                                                                   

  g)  finds it difficult to follow instructions                                                                                                                    

  h)  inappropriate language                                                                                                                                                    

  i)  takes things that don’t belong to them                                                                                                                     

  j)  child is delayed in social/emotional development                                                                                                                                                                                                                   



5. Learning Center and reflection for 2-3 year olds 20 pts                                                                    

6. Learning Center and reflection for 4-5 year olds 20 pts 

7. Learning Center and reflection for 6-8 year olds 20 pts 

8. Newspaper Article (20 pts) 

9. Chapter Tests/Study Guide:  4 @ 30 pts each 

10. Portfolio/Final Exam  (100 pts) Your portfolio should include all of the assignments you 

complete for this class.  You will use your portfolio to demonstrate what you have learned                        

during the semester.   

Instructor policy on late assignments, missed exams/quizzes, and unexcused absences: 

1. All formal papers are to be typewritten in manuscript format (double spaced) in Microsoft Word.  Use size 10-12 font.   

Preschool lab observations can be handwritten.  

 

2. Writing in this class will be graded for content, punctuation, grammar, spelling, and word usage unless stated 

otherwise.   If there are any parts of this course you need help with, please let the instructor know.                                                            

 

3. Keep a copy of all assignments and tests!  Also keep all graded work returned until you have seen your final 

semester grade.     

        4.  Be prepared daily; read your outline and see what we plan to do each day.  Read your text in preparation for the day’s  

             activities.   

       5.  Assignments turned in on time will receive 2 extra points.  Assignments turned in a week late will receive a 0. 

Grading Scale: 

A = 95-100 %   B- = 80-82%   D+ = 67-69% 

A- = 90-94   C+ = 77-79   D = 64-66 

B+ = 87-89   C = 74-76   D- = 60-63 

B = 83-86   C- = 70-73   F = below 59 



Important dates to remember: 

 

Mon, Aug 25 Classes begin 

Thurs, Aug 28 Last day for waitlist 

Fri, Aug 29 Last day to add classes online 

Mon, Sep 1 Labor Day (no classes) 

Wed, Sep 4 Drop/Audit fee begins ($10 per class) 

Wed, Sep 4 Residency Application deadline 

Tue, Sep 9 $50 Late registration/payment fee 

Mon, Sep 15 Last day for refund 

Mon, Sep 15 Pell Grant Census 

Mon, Sep 15 Last day to drop without a “W” grade 

Wed, Sep 17 Classes dropped for nonpayment 

Fri, Sep 19 Last day to add/audit classes 

Wed, Oct 1 Fall 2014 Associates Degree Graduation Application deadline 

Fri, Sep 28 Block classes begin* 

Wed, Oct 15 Midterm grades due 

Thurs & Fri, Oct 16-17 Semester break 

Mon, Oct 20 Last day to drop individual classes 

Mon, Oct 27 Spring and Summer 2015 class schedules available online 

Mon, Nov 3 Spring 2015 Bachelor’s Degree Graduation Application deadline 

Tue, Nov 11 Career Day (no classes before 4 pm) 

Fri, Nov 14 Last day for complete withdrawal 

Oct 17-20 Spring Registration Opens 

Wed-Fri, Nov 26-28 Thanksgiving break (no classes) 

Fri, Dec 12 Last day of classes 

Mon-Fri, Dec 15-19 Final exams 

 *See the Academic Calendar on the DSU website for more information on block deadlines 

 

Dmail:  Important class and university information will be sent to your Dmail account. This information 

includes your DSU bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of 

important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSU. All 

DSU students are automatically assigned a Dmail account. If you don't know your user name and 

password, go to Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. and select “Dmail,” for complete instructions. You 

will be held responsible for information sent to your Dmail email, so please check it often. 

 

../Dropbox/FYE%20Curriculum/Dropbox/www.dixie.edu


University approved absences: Dixie State University Policy explains in detail what needs to happen if 

you anticipate being absent from class because of a university-sponsored activity (athletic events, club 

activities, field trips for other classes, etc).  Please read this information and follow the instructions 

carefully!  The policy can be found at: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html 

Disability Accommodations: Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring 

reasonable academic adjustment, accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be successful in this class should contact 

the Disability Resource Center Coordinator (Baako Wahabu) for eligibility determination. Proper 

documentation of impairment is required in order to receive services or accommodations. DRC is located in the 

North Plaza Building. Visit or call 652-7516 to schedule appointment to discuss the process. DRC Coordinator 

determines eligibility for and authorizes the provision of services.  

Classroom expectations: It is the responsibility of an instructor to manage the classroom environment 

to ensure a good learning climate for all students.  This means not talking when the professor is talking, 

following instructions, and speaking and acting respectfully to the professor and fellow students.  For 

more details, please see the disruptive behavior policy at: 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html 

Academic integrity: In order to ensure that the highest standards of academic conduct are promoted and 

supported at the University, students must adhere to generally accepted standards of academic honesty, 

including but not limited to, refraining from cheating, plagiarizing, falsification, misrepresentation, 

and/or inappropriately colluding or collaborating. The University shall consistently hold students 

accountable for instances of academic dishonesty and apply appropriate consequences.  For more 

information, see the Student Academic Misconduct section of DSU policy at 

http://dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html 

Campus resources:  Several campus resources are available to help you succeed.  Check out the links for 

each one to get more information. 

If you need help understanding the content of your courses, go to the Tutoring Center located on 

the 4th floor of the Holland Centennial Commons in Room 431. You can visit them online at 

http://www.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 

If you need help writing papers, essays, etc. go to the Writing Center on the fourth floor of the 

Holland Centennial Commons in room 421.  You can also visit them online at 

http://dixiewritingcenter.com/ 

If you need to use a computer to do schoolwork on campus, go to the Smith Computer Center or 

the Holland Centennial Commons on the second, mezzanine, or third floors. 

If you are assigned to take a test in the Testing Center, go to the North Plaza.  You can get 

information on their website at http://www.dixie.edu/testing/ 

The Library has all kinds of information and resources.  Visit the Dixie State University Library on 

the 2nd, and 3rd floors of the Holland Centennial Commons, or go to the library website at 

http://library.dixie.edu/ 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html
http://dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html
http://dixiewritingcenter.com/
http://www.dixie.edu/testing/
http://library.dixie.edu/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FCS 2600 Class Outline                                                                                                                

(A tentative schedule that may be changed to meet the needs of the class) 

Tuesday Thursday 

26 August                                                                                       

Class Introduction/Review Syllabus                                                

The Early Childhood Teacher Ch. 1                                    

KWL Early Childhood Education 

August 28                                                                                                     

The Early Childhood Teacher Ch. 1                                            

Challenges faced by Early Childhood Teachers                             

Developmental Stages of Early Childhood Teachers                 

Requirements to become an Early Childhood Teacher 

2 September                                                                                  

The History of Early Childhood Education Ch. 2                   

Major influences on Early Childhood Education                         

Significant Individual contributions 

4 September                                                                                                               

The History of Early Childhood Education     Ch. 2                                       

The changing face of Early Childhood Education                                      

Prompting optimal development                                                                     

Contributors to the Kindergarten Movement  

 9 September                                                                                
Types of Programs and Services Ch. 3                                                            
Montessori Program, Reggio Emilia Program, Highscope                                                            
Curriculum                                                                                                 
Brochure Due 

 11 September   No Class 

Take-home Test on Chapters 1, 2, 3 

16 September                                                                         

Learning Theories Ch. 4                                                 

Defining development, learning, and theory            

Constructivist view of learning                                        

Piaget’s Cognitive Development theory  

18 September                                                                                     

Learning Theories Ch. 4                                                                

Erikson’s Psychosocial Theory, Information Processing Theory, 

Vygotsky’s Social-cultural Theory, Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Theory                                                     

Research Paper Due 

23 September                                                                             

Child Development and Milestones Ch. 5                  

Physical and Motor milestones                                      

Cognitive Milestones  

25 September                                                                                           

Child Development and Milestones Ch. 5                                 

Language Milestones                                                                             

Social and Emotional Milestones                                                                   

Test on Chapters 4 & 5 

 30 September                                                                 

Assessment and Evaluation through Observation Ch. 6                                                                

Why and how do teachers observe young children?                                                                                

Why do teachers assess and evaluate young                                    

Management Strategy File: Transitions due 

2 October                                                                                         

Assessment and Evaluation through Observation Ch. 6                                                                                                   

What are some assessment and evaluation concerns?                                         

A variety of assessments 

7 October                                                                                    

Children with exceptional needs in Early Childhood 

Education Ch. 7                                                                                 

How has the field of special education evolved?                         

What is the Spectrum of IDEA Childhood Disability Categories?                                                                                                  

9 October                                                                                              

Children with exceptional needs in Early Childhood 

Education Ch. 7                                                                                           

What is the role of the regular teacher in the Special Education Cycle?                                                                                                    

Available special education services                                                                

Test on Chapters 6 & 7 

14 October                                                                                               

Diversity in Early Childhood Education Ch. 8                  

Cultural Diversity                                                              

Multicultural Diversity                                                                         

Educational Philosophy Due (Midterm) 

16 October 

Fall Break 



21 October                                                                            

Guidance in Early Childhood Education Ch. 9            

Theoretical Foundations of Guidance                                                     

How can you guide behavior?                                                              

What roles do schedules and routines play in guidance? 

23 October                                                                                                  

Guidance in Early Childhood Education Ch. 9                 

Techniques for guiding behaviors                                                              

Individual needs of children that should be considered                      

Classroom environment 

28 October                                                                                    

Play and Learning Environment Ch. 10                     

Physical Environment                                                         

Developmental characteristics of play  

30 October                                                                                                     

Play and Learning Environment Ch. 10                                   

Theories of Play                                                                                                          

Use play to help children learn and develop                                              

Management Strategy File Part c due 

4 November     No Class                                                                         

Emotional and Social Development Ch. 11                     

What are emotions, development of emotional competence, and 

social competence?                                                                                             

Chapter 11 Study Guide/Management Strategies File 

6 November      No class                                                                                                                                                                                 

Emotional and Social Development Ch. 11                              

Chapter 11 Study Guide/Management Strategies File 

11 November                                                                             

Career Day—No Class                                                                              
Language and Literacy Development Ch. 12              

Language roles                                                                                     

Theories of language development                                                                                        

Chapter 11 Study Guide Due 

13 November                                                                                    

Language and Literacy Development Ch. 12                     

Developing literacy                                                                                            

Methods of teaching literacy                                                                                        

Management Strategies File Part a due 

18 November                                                                 

Mathematics, Science, and Technology Ch. 13               

How math, science, and technology understanding enhance 

development.                                                                                 

Learning Center Ages 2-3 Due 

20 November                                                                            

Mathematics, Science, and Technology Ch. 13                             

How to plan for teaching mathematics, science, and technology  

25 November                                                                  

Movement, Health and Physical Education   Ch. 14                                                                                      

Components of physical development                                                      

Types of movement                                                                                

Teach math lesson in preschool                                                                                    

Learning Center Ages 4-5 Due                                                           

27 November 

Thanksgiving Break 

2 December                                                                                   

Arts: Music, Puppets, Visual Arts  

4 December                                                                                             

Dramatic Play  

9 December                                                                          

Engaging Parents, Families and Community Ch. 15             

How traditional family has changed?                                             

Parental involvement                                                                          

Learning Center 6 – 8 Due 

11 December                                                                                                 

Last Day of Class                                                                                       

Early Childhood Issues/Article Due                                                     

Review for Final Exam 

18 December Final Exam:  2:30 – 4:30, Room 106 NIB                

Portfolio Due 

Happy Holidays! 

 

 

 



Course Assignments and Assessments:  

1. Brochure Advertising for an Early Childhood Education Position (25 pts): For this 

assignment, you will design a flyer or tri-fold brochure that advertises the position of an early 

childhood education teacher.  In your brochure you will need to include the following information:                            

  a) Type of school/position                                                                                                                                                      

 b) Age of children being taught                                                                                                                                    

 c) List of responsibilities                                                                                                                                                

 d)  Education required                                                                                                                                                    

 e)  Early childhood model school is based on                                                                                                           

 f)   List benefits from working at school 

 

2. Research Paper (50 pts):  You will select an early childhood education theorist or model to 

research.  Some suggestions you might want to write about include: Jean Jacques Rousseau, 

Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi, Friedrich Froebel, Froebel’s Kindergarten Gifts, Maria Montessori, 

Jean Piaget, Vygotsky, Maslow’s Theory, Benjamin Bloom, Montessori Programs, Reggio Emilia 

Programs, If there is another topic that interests you, visit with me about it.   Your research 

paper should:                                                                                                                                                              

 a) 4 – 6 typewritten pages, double-spaced                                                                                                           

 b) include three credible sources.  One reference can be your textbook                                                            

 c) Use APA format                                                                                                                                                                         

 d) Include a reference page 

  3. Philosophy of Education (50 pts) (Midterm): Describe your beliefs about education for 

 young  children.  How do you think children should be taught?  How should teachers address the 

 needs of young children?   

 4. Management Strategy File (120 pts):  This assignment will be done in three sections:                                                

              a) Setting up Classroom:  For part (a) you will need to write a 1 – 2 typewritten page,  

  double-spaced paper describing how you would set up your classroom and why.                                     

  Think about how you would set up the classroom that is easy for children to move   

  around in, places for individual student work, small group work and whole group   

  settings.  Also describe how your classroom setting will encourage positive    

  behavior.    

                                                                                                                                                                                   

  b) Transitions: Transitions are activities a teacher uses to move children from one activity  

  to the next.  Write a list of at least 10 transitions you could use in an early childhood class.   

  Each transition should include a clear description telling how to implement the transition  

  into your classroom.  Your description should be clear enough for another teacher to  

  follow. 

  c) Procedures you would use to guide child behavior:  This part of your Management  

  Strategy File should include strategies you might use for the following behaviors:                                    

  a) hitting another child                                                                                                                                                                          



  b) taking an object from another child                                                                                                                         

  c)  disruptive behavior during whole group activity                                                                                                     

  d)  does not interact with other children                                                                                                                         

  e)  bosses other children around                                                                                                                                          

  f)  has difficulty taking turns                                                                                                                                   

  g)  finds it difficult to follow instructions                                                                                                                    

  h)  inappropriate language                                                                                                                                                    

  i)  takes things that don’t belong to them                                                                                                                     

  j)  child is delayed in social/emotional development                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

11. Learning Center and reflection for 2-3 year olds 20 pts                                                                    

12. Learning Center and reflection for 4-5 year olds 20 pts 

13. Learning Center and reflection for 6-8 year olds 20 pts 

14. Newspaper Article (20 pts) 

15. Portfolio/Final Exam  (100 pts) Your portfolio should include all of the assignments you 

complete for this class.  You will use your portfolio to demonstrate what you have learned                        

during the semester.   

 


