
Family and Consumer Science  

Department Syllabus 

 

Course Name:  Child Development Birth to Eight  Course Number: FCS 2500 

CRN: 40365       Meets: 9:00 a.m. TR 

Semester/Yr: Fall 2013     Location: North Plaza Rm 137 

Instructor:  Tim Eicher, M. ED       Email: eicher@dixie.edu 

Office Location: EDFAM rm. 128    Office Phone: 652-7845 

Office Hours: Monday 12:00-4:00, Tuesday 10:00-12:00, Thursday 10:00-3:00 

Prerequisites: None 

Course Description from Catalog:  

This course is designed for early childhood educators, but open to all students. It focuses on the 

physical, cognitive, and psychosocial development of young children through infancy, toddlerhood, and 

early childhood. It uses a combination of lecture, interactive learning processes, and lab experiences to 

promote student mastery of normal developmental processes through the first eight years of life.  

 

Required Textbook (s) /Recommended Books/other materials: 

CHILDREN AND THEIR DEVELOPMENT, by Robert Kail, Prentice-Hall  2010, 5
th

 Edition. While this is the 

required text, the 4
th

 Edition would likely work adequately to save the student some money. You might 

be able to get it online.  

FCS Department Objectives: 
Students taking courses in FCS will: 

1. Study currently accepted theory within the discipline. 
2. Expand understanding of theory using applications and exercises that personalize the depth of 

knowledge and understanding. 
3. Complete assignments demonstrating professional practices specific to the discipline. 
4. Analyze course concepts against previously held schema prior to experience in the course. 
5. Show, in writing, the ability to think critically. 
6. Achieve a passing grad on the comprehensive final exam for the course. 

 
Course Objectives:  

1. Students will identify and elaborate on theoretical explanations for child development. 
 2. Students will develop curricular approaches for children in different age groups from 

infancy through early childhood utilizing theory and developmentally appropriate practices. 
 3. Students will complete observations and assessments of children to determine curricular 

needs based upon individual needs identified and observational information gathered. 
 4. Students will identify developmental delays and describe early intervention services for  

individuals and families (IFSP). 



 5. Students will propose curricular activities for children of different ages sensitive to 
multidimensional developmental needs of children; physical, cognitive, language needs, social, 
emotional, and creative. 

 
Course Guidelines: 
1. FCS 2500 is an introductory course for childcare providers and early childhood educators.   You 

will be responsible for the reading, assignments, and quizzes as scheduled in the outline unless a 
change is designated. As a teacher I believe that you learn best when you read, write, and talk 
about what you are studying.  For this reason, we have a lot of assignments.     

 
2. It is assumed you will be in class.  It is recommended that you exchange phone numbers with 

other students in the class so information can be shared.  
 
3. Written assignments must be typed unless specified otherwise.  They will be graded basically 

upon content related to child development, but will include feedback to you on grammar and 
spelling.  If you need assistance with writing your assignments, you may use the writing lab in the 
Macdonald Building. 

 
4. There will be many smaller assignments in this class designed to give you practical experiences 

with the concepts.  The key to success in this course is to spend a short amount of time daily 
keeping up with reading and assignments and to hand them in as scheduled.  There also will be 
outside observations; these should be done in a timely fashion in accordance with the outline. 

 
5.  All assignments will be posted in CANVAS, along with the syllabus and course outline. 
 
 
Class Activities:  
1. We will have 4 presenters during the semester. You will use a note-taking form provided in class 

to learn from these presenters.  All of these forms will be turned in for grading.  You will do 
typewritten papers for 3 of the presenters.  The papers will include a short summary and critique 
of the presenter and information presented.  Supplement your typewritten abstract with a 
reference to one outside source relevant to the topic of the presenter.  

a.  Midwife/Childbirth Educator 
b.  Kindermusik Developmental Specialist 
c.  The Learning Center for Families 
d.  Mental Health Specialist for children 
 
2. Child Assessments: To give you some practical experience with child assessment, you will use 

assessment forms provided by the instructor to implement with young children of different ages.  
One must be under two years of age, the other will be with a child in the DSC Preschool, or if you 
have another 4 year old in your life you can propose this possibility to Eicher. You MUST get 
permission.  After completing the assessment, you will do a written summary of what you have 
learned using one outside reference relevant to assessment and children in the body of your 
summary.   

 
3. Quizzes: these will be scheduled nearly each class period corresponding with one or more of the 

modules in the chapters of your textbook.  These will be given in lieu of tests; they will have a 
written component and will sometimes include some cooperative strategies to test your learning. 
Your lowest two quizzes over the semester will be dropped from your overall grade. 

 



4. Handwritten notes from media shown in class.  An observation form will be provided in class as a 
note-taking guide. I’m interested in how these videos help students.  These will be graded 
generously.  We will use these forms when we are watching videos/youtube presentations to 
supplement the course teaching.  Two of these scores will be dropped. Follow the directions on 
the form, and write something in each section! 

 
5. Observations and Case Study: 

A.  For your case study will spend 10 hours over the semester in the Dixie State College 
Preschool.  Some of you have experience in Human Development with case studies; this is an 
advanced exercise to the HD experience. You may structure the observation any way you would 
like; several hours at a time or one hour at a time. *If you have access to a preschooler in your 
family you can ask about doing the case study with this child. 
B.  You will choose a child from the preschool and use an assessment guide provided to help you 
structure your case study.  The guide will include specific areas essential developmental areas.  
You will also include recommendations for advancing that child’s abilities in each area assessed 
that indicates a developmental concern. 
 

7. There will be one section of grading where your grade will depend on cooperation in a group.  It 
will not account for much of your grade, but it will be a factor.  Understand that no penalties or 
bad grades will be given as a result of incompletion of an assignment by a group member; this 
assignment is merely to give you an opportunity to work together and support one another.  These 
will be called in your outline See For Yourself Assignments.  They come from your textbook.  
Each student will do one of these during the course of the semester.  Your individual work will 
give points to three other students, who will very appreciative of your effort. 
 

8. There will be a few homework assignments for credit. These will give you practical experiences 
with the concepts we study. These are kind of experimental at this time; there will be 5, and you 
will get to choose three (3 of the 5) for credit. 
 

9. Final Exam.  You will have some input in development of the final, if you wish.  Remind me as 
we get close to our study day for preparation of the final.   

 
 
Grading:  Grades are earned based on completion of assignments.  Below is the basic grading scale we 
will use in this class.  The key is to get everything in and keep up. 
 
A 95%-100% B+ 88%-90% C+ 78-90%  D+ 68-70% 
A- 91%-94% B 84-87%  C 74-77%  D 64-67% 
   B- 81-83%  C- 71-73%  D- 60-63% 
 
The diligent student will get an excellent grade in this class.  There are enough assignments that will add 
up to enough points that each student should be able to score well in class as well as learn a great deal 
about providing care for children.   So you’ve got about 750 points or so to mess with, no assignment or 
text accounting for more that 15% or so besides the quizzes, which will be very workable.  So none of 
these will absolutely ruin you...but if you happen to skip several, you certainly will have some problems.  
The point distribution will look something like this: 



Final Exam  100 points 
Case Study  100 points 
Quizzes   10-20 points each, we probably will have 20-22 (220 points@) 
Video Notes  12 points each, we probably will have at least 8 (96 points) 
Class Presenters  25 points each, do 3 of the 4 possible (75 points) 
Child Assessment 35 points 
Homework  15 points each, do 2 of 4 for 30 pointsP 
See For Yourself 10 points each assignment; each student in a group does one (40 points) 
 
 
 

Important Semester Dates to remember:  

2013 Fall Semester 

Aug 19 Classwork Starts 
Aug 22 Last Day to Waitlist 
Aug 23 Last Day to Add Without Signature 
Aug 28 Drop/Audit Fee Begins ($10 per class) 
Sep 2 Labor Day 
Sep 3 $50 Late Registration/Payment Fee 
Sep 9 Pell Grant Census 
Sep 9 Last Day for Refund 
Sep 9 Last Day to drop without receiving a "W" grade 
Sep 10 Courses dropped for non-payment 
Sep 13 Last Day to Add/Audit 
Oct 9 Mid-Term Grades Due 
Oct 10-11 Semester Break 
Oct 14 Last Day to Drop Individual Class 
Oct 21 Spring and Summer 2014 class schedules available online 
Nov 8 Last Day for Complete Withdrawal 
Nov 11 Spring Registration open to Seniors (90+ credits) 
Nov 12 Career Day 
Nov 12 Spring Registration open to Juniors (60+ credits) 
Nov 13 Spring Registration open to Sophomores (30+ credits) 
Nov 14 Spring Registration Open to All Students 
Nov 27-29 Thanksgiving Break 
Dec 6 Classwork Ends 
Dec 9-13 Final Exams 
 

Important Links: 

As a student at Dixie State University, you have access to several helpful resources: 

• Library 

• Computer Lab (located at the Smith Computer Center and the Library) 

• Disability Resource Center - Provides services and accommodations to students with disabilities. 



• IT Student Help Desk - We provide support for the following: Blackboard Vista, Dmail, wireless, software 

resources for students, and student laptop lease program. 

• Online Writing Lab - Many writing classes utilize this site. Among other things, students can use the Online 

Writing Lab to submit papers electronically to the Writing Center. 

• Testing Center 

• Tutoring Center - Free and open to all students. Improve your study skills and clarify concepts and class material. 

• Writing Center - "Our mission is to help you become a better writer by approaching your assignments as a 

process of invention, writing, and revision." 

See our Campus Map for the location of these and other resources. 

Policies and Statements 

• Disability Statement: 

If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may affect your success in the course you are 
strongly encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located at the North Plaza 
Building. The disability will be evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance in obtaining 
reasonable accommodations. Phone # 435-652-7516 M. 

• Academic dishonesty / Academic integrity policy 

• Reference to "Policy for Absences Related to College Functions"  

• Disruptive behavior policy / classroom expectations 

• Dmail: 

You are required to frequently check your Dmail account. Important class and university information 
will be sent to your Dmail account, including DSU bills, financial aid/scholarship notices, notices of 
cancelled classes, reminders of important dates and deadlines, and other information critical to your 
success at DSU and in your courses. To access your Dmail account, visit go.dixie.edu/dmail. If you do 
not know your Dmail username or you have forgotten your PIN, visit go.dixie.edu/mydixie and follow 
the respective instructions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FCS 2500: Child Development, Birth through Eight 
Fall Course Outline  Instructor: Eicher 
eicher@dixie.edu Office 128, Education/Family Science Bldg. 652-7845 
Date Chapters/Topics Activities Assignments Due 
Aug 20 Course Introduction.  Cover 

syllabus. 
Chapter 1: The Science of Child 
Development, Module 1.3 

Review all documents on Canvas 
Discuss all assignments 
Discuss grading 
Visit preschool observation room 
Set up See For Yourself 
 
Themes in child development; You 
have to know these! 

*hand out infant/toddler 
assessments! 

Aug 22 Chapter 1: The Science of Child 
Development 
Module 1.2  Theories 

Students: understanding and using 
theory is your best ally in teaching 
and parenting.  You will learn how to 
use the theories. 
 
Psychoanalytics (Freud and Erikson) 
PINK 

We will start a ‘theory 
journal’, which you will hand 
in for review. These will be 
graded as quizzes. 
 
Turn in notes on 
Psychoanalytic Theories 

Aug 27 Chapter 1: The Science of Child 
Development 
Module 1.2 Theories 

Cognitive Theories (Piaget, 
Information processing) 
BLUE 
 
Sociocultural Theory- Vygotsky 

 
Turn in notes on Piaget, IP, 
Vygotsky 

Aug 29 Chapter 1: The Science of Child 
Development  
Module 1.2 Theories 
 

Behavioral Theories (Learning 
Theory and Social Cognition) 
YELLOW 
 
Maturational Theories (Ethology) 
GREEN 

 
Complete sorting chart on the 
theories as a quiz 

Sept 3 Chapter 1: The Science of Child 
Development:  Module 1.4 
research designs 

Study Research Design 
Quiz: Research Design…this will be 
a group quiz, but be ready! 

Homework#1: Find a 
research question on human 
development for the quiz. 
 

Sept 5 Chapter 2: Genetic Bases of Child 
Development  
Modules 2.1/2.2 

Quiz 2.1/2.2:  Definitions of 2.1/2.2 
Epigenetics…Youtube video Hank 
and his clone 
Reaction Range, Heritability 

 
Take home test on Ch. 2 

Sept 10 Chapter 3:  Prenatal Dev.  Birth 
and the Newborn 
Module 3.1/3.2 

Video:  National Geogr. Prenatal 
Development DVD 
See for Yourself #1 Presentation in 
groups 
Quiz: 3.1/3.2 

See for Yourself #1 : Youtube 
The Breast Crawl 
  
DVD Notes on Prenatal Dev 

Sept 12 Chapter 3: Prenatal Dev. Birth and 
the Newborn 

Presenter: Childbirth 
Educator/Midwife 
Quiz: In class participation 

Notes from presenter, unless 
you want to write a paper on 
this presenter 
 
 

Sept 17 Chapter 3: Prenatal Dev. Birth and 
the Newborn 
Module 3.3/3.4 
Chapter 4: Growth and Health 

Quiz Module 3.3, 3.4 Prenatal Dev 
and the Newborn 

Homework Assignment #2: 
research on benefits of 
breastfeeding. Report in class. 

Sept 19 Chapter 4: Growth and Health 
Module  
Modules 4.1, 4.3 

Video: Changing Brains discussing 
the effects of brain formation on 
human development 
Quiz 4.1, 4.3 

Presenter Paper#1: Liz Smith 
Video Notes Changing Brains 

Sept 24 Chapter 5: Perceptual and Motor 
Development 
Module 5.1, 5.2 
 

Quiz 5.1, 5.2 
See for Yourself #2, pg 166 in 
textbook (Bell Ringing w/infant 
Video: Sensation/Perception 

See for Yourself Paper #2 
Homework#3 handout: 
Perceptual strengths 
Video Notes: Sens/Perc 



Sept 26 Chapter 5: Perceptual and Motor 
Development 
Module 5.3 

Review concepts in chapter 
Discuss the Infant/Toddler 
Assessments and papers due next 
week 
Elaborate on theory: 
Information/Processing 

Hand in Homework#3: 
personal analysis of personal 
perceptual strengths and 
weaknesses.   

Oct 1 Chapter 6: Piaget’s Theory of 
Cognitive Development 
Module 6.1 

Studying Piaget 
Video: Six Substages of 
Sensorimotor Operations 
Build Piaget diagram and chart 
Quiz 6.1: Diagram Piaget’s ideas 

Build the diagram and chart 
together in class 

Oct 3 Chapter 6: Piaget’s Theory of 
Cognitive Development 
Module 6.2 

Quiz on Module 6.2, Vygotsky’s 
Sociocultural Theory 
Review CASE STUDY!!! 

Video Notes Sensorimotor 
Thought 

Oct 8 Chapter 6: Piaget’s Theory of 
Cognitive Development 
Module 6.3 

Presenter: Tara Dunn, Music and 
early stimulation 
Quiz: Questions in class on 
presentation 

Notes from presenter unless 
you choose to do a paper on 
this presentation 
Midterm grades posted today 

Oct 10 NO SCHOOL 
Fall Break 

  

Oct 15 Chapter 7: Cognitive Processes and 
Academic Skills 
Module 7.1 

Video: Geniuses in Diapers 
Discussion of academics, the 
‘hurried child’, learning in a 
‘developmentally appropriate 
environment’ 

INFANT ASSESSMENT 
AND PAPER DUE!!! 
 

Oct 17 Chapter 7: Cognitive Processes and 
Academic Skills 
Module 7.3 

Quiz Module 7.3 
Assessing your learning style 

Notes on DVD Geniuses 

Oct 22 Chapter 8:  Intelligence/Individual 
Differences in Cognition 
Module 8.1, 8.2 

Quiz Module 8.1, 8.2 
Video: Intelligence 

Presenter Paper #2 Due: 
Kindermusik and Early 
Stimulation Tara Dunn 

Oct 24 Chapter 8: Intelligence/Individual 
Differences in Cognition 
Module 8.3 

Quiz Mod. 8.3 
Review special needs and approach 
to individual development 
See for yourself presentation #3, 
pg. 309 in textbook (Wugs Bots) 

Notes on video on intelligence 
 
See for yourself #3 paper from 
one student at each group 

Oct 29 Chapter 9: Language and 
Communication 

Quiz Module 9.1, 9.2 
Dunstan/Baby Language Video 
Review theories on language 
development 

Homework#4: Stereotype 
threat and Claude Steele 
research. 

Oct 31 Chapter 9: Language and 
Communication 
Module 9.1, 9.2 

Presenter: TLC presenter Tara 
Dunn on atypical development and 
programs: Individual Family 
Service Plan (IFSP) 

Group quiz to hand in: IFSP, 
written in class as part of 
presentation 
 
Notes from Video on Language 

Nov 5 Chapter 10: Emotional 
Development 
Modules 10.1, 10.2 

Genie, the Wild Child 
Quiz Modules 10.1, 10.2 

Notes on the media on Genie 

Nov 7 Chapter 10: Emotional 
Development 
Module 10.3 

Presenter: Child Mental Health 
Specialist  
Quiz: You will each ask at least 
one question to the presenter 

Presenter Paper #3 due: Tara 
Dunn 2nd  Presentation 
Notes on the presenter 

Nov 12 No School  
Career Day at DSC 

  

Nov 14 Chapter 11:  Understanding Self 
and Others 
Module 11.1 

Quiz Module 11.1 
See for Yourself #4, pg. 371 in 
textbook 

See for Yourself paper #4, 
from one student at each group 



Activity: My Evolving Self-
Concept 

Nov 19 Chapter 11: Understanding Self 
and Others 
Modules 11.2, 11.3 

Quiz Modules 11.2, 11.3 
Video on the ‘SELF’ 
Exercise in class: How well do we 
understand others? 

Notes from video 
Presenter Paper #4 due: Child 
Mental Health Specialist 

Nov 21 Chapter 12: Moral Understanding 
and Behavior 
Modules 12.1, 12.2 

Quiz Modules 12.1, 12.2 
Begin to review one theory per day 
for final exam 

See for Yourself #4 
Notes on Self DVD 

Nov 26 Chapter 12: Moral Understanding 
and Behavior 
Module 12.3, 12.4 

Quiz Module 12.3, 12.4 
30 minute review of theories 

Case Studies Due 
 

Nov 28 Thanksgiving Holiday   

Dec 3 Chapter 13: Gender and 
Development 
Modules 13.1, 13.2 

Quiz Modules 13.1, 13.2 
Review gender stereotype threat 
concept 

Homework #5 Due: Kohlberg 
Questions 
Video on Gender related 
stereotype threat. Youtube 
exploration of gender… 
 
Blink Exercise 

Dec 5  Study for final exam; go over all 
topics.  

 

Dec 12 Final Exam, 8:00-10:00 
Room 111 
Bring scantron, paper, pencil, pen 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 


